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Belaouni (L) marches from Montreal to Ottawa during last summer's Solidarity Across Borders eight-day march
in support of non-status refugees and immigrants photo: Photo courtesy Solidarity Across Borders

In a move that's being denounced by immigration activists, Citizenship and Immigration Canada is ringing in the
new year by deporting 38-year-old blind Algerian national Abdelkader Belaouni because Belaouni - like 90
Per cent of all blind people in Canada - cannot find a job.

Belaouni, scheduled to be deported Jan. 5, has taken sanctuary in Montreal's St-Gabriel's Church and will remain
there until Canada grants him permanent residency or authorities raid the church.

"The tradition of sanctuary is not a legal tradition," says Samir Shaheen-Hussain of the Committee to Support
Abdelkader Belaounin, which has received 32 letters of support from reputable organizations such as the
Committee to Aid Refugees and Montreal City Mission.

Belaouni was first displaced in Algeria during that country's civil war, then left post-9/11 America where he
experienced the backlash against Arabs and Muslims. Belaouni came to Montreal, which has a vibrant Algerian
community. But last October 24, the CIC rejected Belaouni's application on humanitarian and compassionate
grounds. If deported, he will be sent back to the States where there is a high risk of detention pending
deportation back to Algeria.

For now, Belaouni is safe inside St-Gabriel's. "He seems to be in good spirits," says Shaheen-Hussain.
"Community members are providing him with food, visit him, help with day-to-day tasks, and give him moral
support.”

Shaheen-Hussain, also a spokesperson for immigration-rights group Solidarity Across Borders (SAB), says,
"Belaouni is the victim of double discrimination - being blind makes it hard to find work, and not having status
makes it doubly hard."

Which is why during the current federal election campaign SAB is lobbying for the regularization of all non-
status people. Challenging federal Immigration Minister Joe Volpe - who has stated "Canada is desperate for
immigration" - SAB asks, "Why do upwards of 400,000 people continue to live miserable lives underground in
Canada without status? Why has Canada not lived up to its obligation to implement an appeal procedure at the
Immigrant and Refugee Board?"

The answers may come too late for Abdelkader Belaouni. But as St-Gabriel's Father MacDonald says, "It is
compassionate justice that we are looking for, as opposed to any kind of legalistic justice."

Send letters of support for Belaouni to Immigration Minister Joe Volpe at
volpej@parl.gc.ca and minister@cic.gc.ca , or fax Volpe at (613) 992-9791
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